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From the Rector:

As we enter the season of Advent, we find ourselves moving through
time to a new beginning at the same time we move backward through time twenty
centuries to when Jesus was born. As | sit here thinking about how the teaching
and preaching, life and death of that simple carpenter’s son from Galilee changed
my life, | can’t help but think of how the Christmas story has impacted the lives of
people of many cultures and nations throughout the world.

When the early Christians were trying to worship without being perse-
cuted, they were also trying to come to an understanding of Jesus, the divine-
human. After Constantine became emperor and Christianity became the chosen
religion of the Roman Empire, the leaders of the churches came together in Coun-
cils and began to discuss openly their views of the divinity and humanity of Jesus
Christ. Our Nicene creed is the statement of the early church that processes the
triune divinity of Father, Son, and Holy spirit. However, just because the church
came up with a statement, doesn’t mean that everybody then — or now — thinks the
same way. And I think that is wonderful, because our Christian diversity is an
illustration to me, of how Jesus continues to become incarnate in the world gen-
eration after generation in culture after culture.

The celebrations of Christmas throughout the world illustrate this well.
Christianity is a religion that recycles rituals and symbols from all kinds of
sources and gives those symbols new meanings. That itself is seems to be a sign
of the divine involving elements of resurrection and incarnation as old things are
transformed into new things. Christianity is, after all, all about change, transfor-
mation, growth, renewal.




In China, Christian children decorate trees with colorful ornaments like chil-
dren in the United States. But Chinese ornaments are made from paper in the shapes
of flowers, chains and lanterns. They also hang muslin stockings hoping that Christ-
mas Old Man will fill them with gifts and treats. Chinese Christmas trees are called
“Trees of Light.” The non-Christian Chinese call this season the Spring Festival and
celebrate with many festivities that include paying respect to their ancestors.

Christmas in Iran is known as the Little Feast. For the first twenty-five days
of December, a great fast is observed, during which no meat, eggs, milk, or cheese are
eaten. It is a time of peace and meditation; a time for attending services at the church.
When the fast is over, the feast is begun, and meat is prepared for Christmas dinner.
Almost before dawn on Christmas Day, the people attend church to receive Commun-
ion and it is not until they have received this Communion that they are permitted to
break fast.

In the traditional Russian Christmas, special prayers are said and people fast,
sometimes for thirty-nine days, until January 6", which is Christmas Eve. The fast
ends with a twelve course supper in honor of each of the twelve apostles — foods like
fish, borsch, cabbage stuffed with millet, cooked dried fruit are eaten. On Christmas
Day, people gather in churches which have been decorated with Yelka (Christmas
trees) or flowers and colored lights; hymns and carols are sung. Christmas dinner in-
cludes a variety of different meats — goose and suckling pig are favorites. Babushka is
a traditional Christmas figure who distributes presents to children. Her name means
grandmother and the legend is told that she declined to go with the wise men to see
Jesus because of the cold weather. However, she regretted not going and set off to try
and catch up, filling her basket with presents. She never found Jesus, and that is why
she visits each house, leaving toys for good children.

Culturally, it seems that many cultures prepare for Jesus’ birth by fasting,
meditation, and prayer, and then celebrate the nativity day with feasting and gift giv-
ing. The Christian story and local legends become intertwined and confusing — just
like Santa Claus befuddles Christmas for Children in this country.

Ultimately, the meaning of Christmas for each Christian boils down to the
person of Jesus and who and what Jesus means to us individually: savior, messiah,
propitiatory sacrifice, human being, god-man, etc. So what is the true meaning of
Christmas? That question brings us back to the early church as it wrestled with the
same question. Too often the answers fail to define the significance of the incarnation
for each of us and for humanity in general. Christmas is not just about the “spirit of
giving” or the quest for global peace, or the importance of family, or the beauty of a
snow-decorated “silent night.”
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At the heart of the nativity narratives in both Matthew and Luke, is a simple
fact: Amid the struggle of a people who had longed for 500 years for God to act in the
world in new ways, God came to be with them in a way that totally identified himself
with us, as human beings. Amid the most unlikely of circumstances, to the most
unlikely of people, God became a human being for the salvation of all people

Dennis Bratcher of the Christian Resource Institute suggests that

“the true meaning of Christmas is about possibility. It is not the kind of
possibility that comes from a confidence in our own skill, knowledge, abil-
ity, or a positive mental attitude. It is possibility that comes solely from the
fact that God is God, and that God is the kind of God who comes into our
own human existence to reveal Godself and calls us to Godself. Itis a
possibility that is so surprising at its birth that we are caught unaware, and
so are left with wonder at the simplicity of its expression in this infant child.
It is a possibility that is easily symbolized by a helpless infant that has
nothing of its own by which to survive; but an infant that, because he is
Immanuel, God with us, will forever change the world and all humanity. It
is this same God who has promised to be with us individually, as we live
as his people in the world. It is not just hope, as if it were wishful thinking
that things will get better when they cannot. It is hope incarnated into
flesh, a hope that can be held in a mother’s arms, a hope that expresses a
reality that will live beyond endings and death itself. It is the hope, the
possibility, that springs from impossible and insignificant beginnings, in-
fused with the power of God through the Holy Spirit, that will blossom into
a light to the nations. It is this possibility, this God, that we celebrate at
Christmas. And we do so with a confidence born, not of our own desire for
it to be so, but from the birth of a child over 2,000 years ago, a child who
was the Son of God!”




Welcome to Garth, the Trinity Cat

You may have spotted Garth in and around the
garth. S/he (we can't catch the cat to check which) is a
stray-feral cat who seems to like living with us. It is a gray
tabby (striped) with a pretty white front. We,(mainly Sharon
Hoze, our sexton), have been feeding it by a door into the
Parish Hall. We would greatly appreciate any food, canned or
kibble, to feed our feline friend. We hope to have it neu-
tered or spayed in the near future so there won't be any kit-
tens. Every church needs a cat!

Condolences Corrections

When we extended our sympathy to the family of Carol Gray
Rawls, we mistakenly left out Kate Gray Darby and Vaughn Robert
Gray. We are so sorry for this omission
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

If you would like to make a donation for Christmas poinsettias,
please complete this form and send to the Church office
NO LATER THAN MONDAY, DECEMBER 15.

Enclosed is a donation in the amount of

in loving memory of

and/or in grateful thanksgiving for

Given by




Tidings News Holiday Deadlines

Due to the Christmas holiday schedule, the deadline for your Tidings news in
December will be due earlier than usual. Deadline for January news is Thursday, De-
cember 11. We will fold the Tidings on Wednesday, December 17 at 10:00 am.

News can be emailed to:
trinitytidings@hotmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS

We give thanks for the birth of Virginia Louise Smith born Friday, November
7 in Dallas, Texas daughter of Louis Clayton and Erin Dowling Smith and
granddaughter of Louis Smith.

Guild News

St. Anne’s Guild

Monday, December 8 at 11:30 pm St. Anne’s Guild will meet in the Parish
Hall for their Annual Christmas Luncheon. Gifts for Bridgeway will be collected.

St. Francis Guild

Thursday, December 11, St. Francis will meet at 11:45 for lunch prepared by
Sharon. Cost is $6.00. Please call the church to make your reservations by Tuesday,
December 9.

EYC COOKS
Our EYC group meets on Sunday's right after the second service. An-
drew Bird, our EYC director, asked parishioners to volunteer to pre-
pare simple lunches for them. “Thank you” to Betsy Mclintire, Cathy
Dodds, Shannon Mitchell, Karen Little, Meg Paul, Vicky Garraway,
Burn & Martha Ann Curry, Pam & Regiel Napier, Jody Link, Robert
Cox, Hoyt & Dawn Tanner, and Lesley Hutt who have volunteered to
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cook a meal for the EYC. If you have any
questions about this, or about the EYC pro-
gram, please contact Andrew by email at ajr-
bird@gmail.com.

Calling & Caring Commission

Our Calling & Caring Commission consists of about 12 Trinity members that coordi-
nate ministry to our own membership, particularly the hospitalized, the bereaved, the
sick, the elderly, the home-bound, and those in nursing home facilities. They are a
very active and important part of Trinity. If you would like to be a part of this special
ministry, please email Linda at Trinityhburg-sectary@megagate.com and she will add
you on the Calling & Caring email list for updates on our hospitalized, bereaved, sick,
elderly, homebound, and nursing home members. We are currently looking for a
chairman for this ministry. If you are interested, please call Fr. Bill at the Church Of-
fice (601-544-5551). “Thank you” to all the members of Calling & Caring for your
continued tireless work especially as we look for a chairman.

Request for Contributions to the Rector's Discretionary Fund

The Rector's discretionary fund is low. This fund is used to pro-
vide assistance and support to those in need in our community. If you can,
please consider making a donation to the fund; any amount is wel-
come. Please make your check out to "Trinity Episcopal Church," write
“Rector Discretionary Fund" on the memo line, and put your check in one
of the white envelopes in the pew racks. Check "Rector Discretionary
Fund" on the face of the envelope. Thank you so much!




BREADBASKET

During Advent we will be collecting food for the Breadbasket
Food Pantry, which is very low at this time. There will be a basket avail-
able in the Narthex and in the church office for your food donations.
Below is a list of items that are used to fill the food baskets. Monetary
donations will also be accepted. Make your checks out to Trinity and
note on the envelopes in the pews or a note on your check that it is for
Breadbasket.

The following list makes up a basket of food for a family of four for
three days. Although a good mixture of items would be helpful, please bring
any of these in whatever quantity you are able:

1 box of powdered milk or several cans of evaporated milk
1 jar powdered orange drink mix

1 box dry cereal or grits

1 box raisins or other dried fruit

2 boxes macaroni & cheese dinner

1 package of pasta

1 package of rice

6 cans of assorted vegetables

2 cans of pork and beans

1 can of tomatoes or tomato sauce

1 package of dried beans or 2 cans red beans, field peas, etc.
1 can tuna

1 can lunch meat

1 jar peanut butter

1 can cream of mushroom soup

2 cans of other soups

3 cans of fruit

1 2 Ib bag of flour or corn meal

12 Ib bag of sugar

1 1 Ib can of shortening




The Breadbasket Christmas Food Baskets will be delivered to
84 families this year. Trinity will be responsible for collect-
ing green beans for the Christmas baskets. A minimum of
170 cans are needed. The baskets will be packed on De-
cember 14 at 2 pm and delivered on December 18 at 2 pm.
Many people are needed to help deliver. If you would like to
help with either of these go you will never forget.
Westminster Presbyterian Church. It is an experience you
will never forget.

Christmas Pageant Update

If any church member can provide us with risers it would be very
much appreciated. This year, the "Teach them to Fish” ministry is making
a beautiful glass ornament to commemorate the Trinity Children’s Pageant.
We hope to continue this new tradition in subsequent years. Please call
John Delancey (601-543-7487) or Chris Tardy (601-582-9591) if you
would like to order a Christmas Pageant ornament for you, your friends or
your family. Lastly, we are hoping to light a Christmas tree in the court-
yard after the pageant this year. If you would like to donate a tree,
please call Betsy McIntire at 544-3376. We will be selling Christmas tree
lights in honor, celebration or memory of someone or something special in

your life. Please complete the form on the next page, and return it fo the

church office by Monday, December 15.




Trinity's Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 21
5:30 p.m.

After the Pageant, a Christmas Tree will be lit in the Garth. If you
would like to purchase Christmas Tree Lights in honor, celebration or
memory of someone or something special in your life, please complete the
form below.

5 lights: $5.00 10 lights:  $10.00

Enclosed is a donation in the amount of

in loving memory of

and/or in grateful thanksgiving for

and/or in celebration of

Given by

Due by Monday, December 15
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Third Annual Blue Christmas Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 14

The holidays can be less than joyous. Sometimes the loss of a loved one or a
serious illness can make it hard to experience the happiness of the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons. The bright lights, happy Christmas carols, and sounds of laughter can be
more irritating than than uplifting. Some people find that the long dark nights of De-
cember drag the spirits down. Others find the whole season depressing for a variety of
reasons. At Trinity, we are aware that this can be a particularly difficult season for
many people. To honor that fact, we will come together for a special Blue Christmas
service to acknowledge the reality that this can be a hard time, full of painful memo-
ries, grief, and loneliness We want those who come to this service to feel that they are
among kindred suffering spirits. In the event that this holiday season is difficult for
you, | want to invite you to come to Trinity at 4 p.m. on December 14 to share your
emotions with other sympathetic people who are alone, depressed, or who hurt. This
special service was helpful to many people in past years, and | hope that it will help
you acknowledge and release any pain or anxiety you may have, so that the light of
Christ can re-enter your soul and brighten your life. —Bill

December 28th Service

On Sunday, Dec. 28 there will be only one service at 9:30 A.M. This will be a
service of Lessons and Carols. It is the same service as the Advent Lessons and Car-
ols but will consist of Christmas readings and familiar Christmas carols. This is an-
other opportunity to sing your favorite Christmas carols and to hear the story of Jesus'
birth once again.




2009 Altar Flower Request Form

Please circle the dates you wish to participate in the placement of the Altar
Flowers. Feel free to select as many Sundays as you wish. Also, please indicate
if you are comfortable with receiving an alternate Sunday.

JANUARY 4 11 18 25
FEBRUARY 8 15 22

MARCH LENT
LENT

PALM Sun. EASTER

3 10
31

JUNE
JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER 27
OCTOBER 4 25

NOVEMBER 1 (22)TAKEN
ADVENT

DECEMBER  ADVENT ADVENT ADVENT
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I am comfortable with sponsoring an alternate Sunday (other than the one(s)
requested):

Yes No
Please indicate the reason you are sponsoring the Altar Flowers ( in memory
of, in thanksgiving for, etc. ) :

Enclosed is my check for Sunday(s) at $70 per Sunday for a total of
$

In order to secure your Sunday(s), the check must be received with the request
form. Make checks payable to Trinity Episcopal Church; in the
memo space of the check, please indicate that this is for flowers.
Please return this form to:

Trinity Episcopal Church, P. O. Box 1483, Hat-
tiesburg, MS 39403-1483

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Dates still available are: Jan. 4, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 15; April 12,
26: May 10, 17; June 7, 21, 28; July 12, 19, 26; Aug. 2, 16,
30; Sept 6, 13, 20: Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25. Nov. 8, 15




TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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DECEMBER 13TH. 2008

G0 pm THE FUCKETT HOUSE
Appetizers and Cechiails

T:Mipm  TRINITY PARISH HALL
Dinner Vienu:

Salad

Wil Musheraom Soup

Hraised Beef Short Ribs over Polenta Cale
Carress, Cefery Bed Wime Pan Gravy
Italian Raguette Rolls

Red ar White Wine, Tea

%M pm  THE PALL HOUSE

Lhesaert

Haparas Foster Breod Pudding als Mode
Afrer INuner Detnks, Coffee

32500 T jerrian

RSNV by December Sth 60 -544-83351 (church office),
Iramspaniaiion deil for those Becilsf AAaiitance,
Mlapa will e providid,




Trinity Food Sale

The Trinity Food Sale, sponsored by the women of the church,
under the leadership of Mary Virginia McKenzie, was held on November
15. The sale raised $1500+, which will go to the general budget of the
church. The Merry Martha’s contributed $100 as a start-up fund for the
food sale. Thank you to all the members of the congregation who donated
time, effort, and food to the sale. And thank you to those members of the
congregation who then bought it!

2009 Stewardship Drive Update

We want to extend kudos to our four stewardship speakers, Ron Hickman,
Betsy Mclntire, Joe Paul and Holt McMullan who gave of their time and talent to pre-
pare and deliver inspiring talks last month on the subject of Stewardship.

As of Sunday, November 16, 2008 pledges received for 2009 totaled
$226,074 or 65% of our goal! You may have noticed one of the thermometer
charts posted around the church. However, this money has been pledged by just 27%
(78 of the 285) of parishioners to whom pledge cards were mailed. Now if everyone
else will go ahead and decide on an amount they feel comfortable in pledging and turn
in their cards, we should quickly reach our goal in sufficient time for preparation of
the 2009 budget.

Thank you for your help in completing this important financial process in a
timely manner. We are grateful to you for your financial support of our beloved Trin-
ity Church.

The 2008 Fall
Garland Sullivan, Stewar(rsh:::]:;:a?npaign
2009 Stewardship Commission Chair —
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13 November = $226,074 (65%)




