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The Christmas Story 
 

During my time as a school chaplain I developed quite a 

collection of children’s books that I often used in teaching 
Biblical stories or theological concepts. I learned that some-
times the words of a mouse or an old turtle could speak in 

ways that the scholars could not for young (and sometimes 
old) hearts to understand. These simple stories could con-
vey profound truths in fresh ways. 

 
At this time of the year one can find all kinds of children’s 

books telling the Christmas story through the experience of 
a crippled lamb, an old ox, a Christmas tree in the woods, a 
donkey, the littlest angel, or a shepherd boy. All are won-

derful, but one that occupies a special place for me was 
written by a British writer about ten years ago. 

 
The name of the book is A Small Miracle by Peter Collington. 
One of the most captivating aspects of the book is that it 

has no words, only beautifully drawn pictures. But in order 
to describe it here, I must use words, and therefore, my own 

interpretation. 



The story begins with an old woman who lives far from town 

in what appears to be an old abandoned boxcar. With what 
little she has, she has made it a warm home. She wakes up 

one morning, rising slowly with her aching bones, and real-
izes she needs some bread, but she is out of money. She 
looks over at her only source of income, her accordion, then 

looks outside with a troubled stare: it is snowing heavily. 
But, go she must. 
 

The old woman dons her warmest clothes and begins the 
difficult walk into town. Along the way she passes a small 

chapel where a beautiful creche has been arranged. She 
stops briefly to enjoy it. 
 

When she gets to town, the townspeople are scurrying from 
shop to shop absorbed in their own world. She settles on a 

corner and begins to play until her fingers grow numb and 
the sun goes down. No one has stopped to offer her any-
thing for her music. Penniless, her eye catches the Antique 

dealer’s shop, so she goes in and sells the accordion for a 
small amount of cash, kissing her old friend goodbye. 
 

No sooner had she left the shop than a bandit on a motor-
bike rushes past, swiping her coin purse from her. There is 

nothing for her to do but to head home. As she passes the 
sweet chapel, she sees the same bandit rushing out with 
the bucket of money for the needy. She wrestles the bucket 

from him and heads into the church, where the creche is 
strewn all over the floor. With tender care the old woman 
puts every figure back, places the bucket beside it, and . 
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heads back into the snow. Tired and weak from hunger, she 

travels as far as she can before collapsing.  
 

After a time a small band of travelers appear in the distance 
heading toward the old woman. The small figures from the 
creche come to her aid, comforting her and moving her still 

body to her home. As she sleeps in her bed Mother Mary 
sits beside her, Joseph repairs her floors, the shepherd 
decorates a tree, and the wise men go see the Antique 

dealer, where they bargain with their gifts for the accordion. 
With a little extra money they buy food for a feast and re-

turn to prepare it. Then they quietly leave, as the old 
woman opens her eyes with joy and delight to the Christ-
mas miracle. 

 
Year after year in every country and in every language the 

Christmas miracle will be told again and again in hundreds 
of ways. A young couple struggle toward Bethlehem looking 
for a place to lay their heads. She is pregnant, he is doing 

the best he can. The story could go either way, but on that 
night, that holy night, God is with them.  
 

This is the story. This is our story. It takes many shapes 
and forms in our personal lives, but it is eternal. The dawn 

from on high shatters the darkness. Hope is born in a world 
that says it cannot possibly be, and yet it is. Emmanuel, 
God is with us. Christ our Savior is born. Come, let us 

adore Him. 
 
With Christmas blessings, 
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Lauren Wainwright to speak at both Services Sunday, December 20 
 

Lauren will talk about her invitation to participate in the United Nations 

Commission on the Status of Women as part of the Episcopal Young Adult Delega-

tion which will take place in New York City from February 26 thru March 6, 2010.  

This event is a remarkable opportunity to learn about the UN system and how the 

church participates in the workings of the UN as well as the issues which are of concern 

to women globally. As a delegate Lauren is being asked to fund-raise a portion of the 

event costs including her airfare and meals throughout the week.  The Vestry has 

voted to give her the plate collection that day to help with her trip. 

 

 

 

The 2010 Contribution Envelopes are available in the Nar-

thex for those who requested them. 
 

 

 

 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH 

 

Wednesday, December 23, at 9:00 am we need many hands to help Green the 

Church for Christmas.  Please consider helping us prepare our beautiful church 

for this most special celebration.  If you can spare magnolia, evergreen and/or 

holly from your yard, please call Susan Smith at 601-297-9879.  We will be 

glad to come cut and load..  Thank you!! 

 

 
Condolences 

 

We extend our sympathy to Alice Carol Gray on the death of her cousin 
Dianne Harvey. 
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   BREADBASKET VOLUNTEERS 

 

Breadbasket Christmas Baskets will be delivered Tuesday, Decem-

ber 22 at 2:00 p.m. from Westminster Presbyterian Church. Volun-

teers are needed to help. Go to the church around 1:30 and they will 

put you to work.  

 

Open Dates for 2010 

Altar Flower Sponsorship 

 

    February 7, 14 

    April 11 

    June 20, 27 

    July 11, 18, 25 

    September 5 

    October 24 

Cost is $75.00 per Sunday 

Forms available in Narthex or Church Office. 
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Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 20 

5:30 p.m. 

Followed by 

Lighting of the Christmas Tree in the Garth 

And 

Reception in the Parish Hall 



Vestry Nominations 

 
In determining nominees for the office of Vestryman, Trinity by-laws provide 

that the nominating Committee: 

(i)   Shall endeavor to select and present a slate of nominees representative of, 

and responsive to, all interests in the parish.  

(ii)  Shall accord great weight to recommendations of parishioners communi-

cated to members of the Committee. 

(iii) Shall select as nominees only those qualified persons who have in  

 advance committed themselves to the Nominating Committee to assume 

fully and discharge faithfully all duties of the office of Vestryman, ex-

pressly including, but without limitation, the following: 

 (A) The duty to administer all resources of the parish, including the time, 

talent, and treasure offered by all men, women, and children of the Par-

ish. 

 (B) The duty to act as a legal representative of the Parish in all matters 

respecting corporate property and in relations with the clergy. 

 (C)  The duty to participate in and to implement the Parish stewardship 

program, and, in the process, to commit personal resources to the parish 

in an exemplary manner. 

 (D)  The duty to serve actively on Vestry committees.  

 (E)  The duty to attend with regularity and to participate in divine ser-

vices and other Parish functions. 

 

If you are interested in serving a three (3) year term on the Vestry and would 

like to be considered for a nominee for 2010, please contact Ben Carmichael at: 

ben.carmichael@comcast.net or 601-268-9638, before, before December 21, 

2009. 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

 December 20:   5:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant 

 December 23:  9:00 a.m.  Greening of the Church 

 

 December 24: 4:00 p.m. Children and Family Fes- 

  tival  Holy Eucharist and music 

Nursery Provided 

 

 December 24:   10:00 p.m. Music Program 

 December 24:   10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Festival 

  Holy Eucharist with Music 

 

 December 25:   10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Service 

 

 December 27:   10:30 a.m. A Festival of Christmas Les-

sons and Carols with Holy Eucharist 
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Treasurer’s Report 
As of November 30, 2009 

 

MTD Budgeted   $23,844.50  YTD Budgeted    $262,289.50 

MTD Actual        $21,874.50  YTD Actual         $244,205.94 

Difference     - $1,970.00  Difference           - $18,083.56 

 

As you can see from the above figures, we almost met our budgeted 

amount for the month of Novemberðwe just missed it by $1,970.00.  

We are still behind our  pledging budget for 2009 by $18,083.56.  Please 

remember that Trinity depends on your pledges to pay for staff, supplies, 

utilities, insurance, diocese pledges, seminary support, and outreach.   

We canôt do it without your help! 

 

Please remember to pay all pledges by December 31st so they can be in-

cluded on your yearly statements.  Pledges received January 1st or later 

will be on your 2010 statement.  Statements will go out early in January. 

 

Here are some of our expenditures for the month of November:   

 We have set aside $416.70 for a rectorôs sabbatical checking ac-

count per our agreement with Marian. 

 Salaries, payroll tax, pension, and  health insurance totaled 

$9,649.36. 

 We paid our January to November seminary supportð$3,134.05. 

 We sent $500 to the Salvation Army and Breadbasket 

(combined). 

 Our diocesan pledge was $1,232.00. 

 Utilities (electricity, water, gas, trash pickup) totaled $2,892.49. 

 Property insurance was $892.95. 

 Office expenses totaled $633.37. 

      Jan 
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From Jody Burnett 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 I am writing to thank you once again, from the very bottom of my 
heart,  for all of your ongoing prayers and support of my ministry that 
you have all offered so freely to me throughout my time in the ordination 
process and in seminary. 
 By the grace of God, I was ordained to the priesthood  here in the 
Diocese of Virginia, along with five other people, on this past December 
6.  And now as I enter into this new phase of my life and ministry, I am 
particulary aware of and deeply grateful for all of the many people who 
have helped raise me up and lead me to this wonderful place.  I know that 
I would not be here if it werenôt for your faith  and generosity, and  I also 
know that I owe so much of who I amðboth as a young man and a 
newly ordained priest in the churchðto my time and experiences at Trin-
ity, Hattiesburg.  You will always hold a very special place in my heart, 
and I will always know when I am there that I am ñhome.ò 
 I hope this note finds you all well, and I hope to have the chance 
to see you all sometime soon.  In the meantime, I wish you all the very 
best this Advent season as we prepare our hearts, our minds, and our 
homes for the great feast of the Incarnation! 
 
Blessings,  
Jody+ 
 
The Rev. Joseph G. Burnett 
Assistant Rector 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter 
543 Beulah Road, ,NE 
Vienna, Virginia  22180 
Work:  703-938-6521, ext. 21 
Cell:  703-216-9676 

   

 
Jodyôs home address is 206 Park Terrace, #35 
                                        Vienna, VA 22180         
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From the Choir 
 

There are so many people to thank for making our Advent Lessons and 

Carols service so beautiful.  Without our wonderful choir, this event 

would not have been possible.  Those choir members who participated in 

the service deserve a huge thank-you for all of the many hours of re-

hearsal:  Andrew Bird, Cindy Bivins, Patrick DeLancey, Alice Carol 

Gray, John Hangen, Byron Johnson, Maryann Kyle, Jim Puckett, Tom 

Puckett, Alaina Simmons, Laura Stephenson, Ramona Stevens, Mary 

Gail Wildman,  and Pamela Jones Zaninelli.  Our wonderful readers this 

year were Hudson Garner, Susan Hrostowski, Ned McInnis, Beth Calla-

han, John McDaniel Linda Banning and Marian Fortner.  With Ree Bra-

han taking the lead,  Sandy Kegerreis, David Sheley, Fran Armstrong, 

Mary Turner, Kathy Polk, Cissy Thomas, Chris Tardy and Deborah 

Clements provided a spectacular reception.  And thank you, Ned, for be-

ing verger.  I thank God for this wonderful congregation, who support 

Trinity by always being there to help with whatever needs to be done and 

for attending these special services.   

 
HYMNS FOR JANUARY 

   

January 3 

 

128  We three kings of Orient are 

124  What star is this, with beams so bright 

277  Sing of Mary, pure and lowly 

517  How lovely is thy dwellingïplace 

117  Brightest and best of the stars of the morning 
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January 10 

 

637  How firm a foundation 

448  O love, how deep, how broad, how high 

510  Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove 

120  The sinless one to Jordan came 

135  Songs of thankfulness and praise 

 

January 17 

 

497  How bright appears the Morning Star 

533  How wondrous and great 

487  Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life 

339  Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 

423  Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

 

January 24   

 

362  Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty 

632  O Christ, the Word Incarnate 

506  Praise the Spirit in creation 

505  O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God 

493  O for a thousand tongues to sing 

 

January 31  

 

359  God of the prophets, bless the prophetsô heirs 

530  Spread, O spread, thou mighty word 

302  Father, we thank thee who hast planted 

332  O God, unseen yet ever near 

569  God the omnipotent 
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The Annual Parish Meeting 

Sunday, January 31 

9:15 am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


